SMITH & MERCIECA

As was widely reported in the national press, Patrick Smith and Joseph Mercieca were finally acquitted of murder at the Old Bailey on the 15th June, bringing to end an extraordinary saga of trials.  The murder, an alleged gangland execution, took place in January 2000 and the defendants were arrested soon after.  The first trial ended in the jury being discharged after a 5 month trial and 15 days of deliberations after the discovery of a mobile telephone in the jury room.  A subsequent police enquiry demonstrated that its presence there was entirely innocent.

Both defendants were convicted of murder after the second trial which took place in 2002.  However, their convictions were eventually overturned in the House of Lords on the basis of improper conduct on the part of some jurors while considering those verdicts.

A third trial took place last spring, 2006, and Richard Carey-Hughes QC of Nine Bedford Row led, from then onwards, for the defence of Mercieca. The jury were discharged after failing to agree upon a verdict.

Despite vigorous objections as to its being an abuse of the process, a fourth trial began in April of this year, resulting in a jury verdict of not guilty on both defendants, who walked out of the Old Bailey to taste freedom for the first time in seven years. 
