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Ms. Anderson was charged with one count, conspiracy to contravene Section 170 of the Customs and Excise Management Act 1979. The allegation was that between 1st October 2003 and 13th January 2005, together with others conspired fraudulently to evade the prohibition on the importation of a class A controlled drug namely cocaine. The Crown alleged that there had been 4 courier importations in 2004, in February, April, June and July. The Crown’s case was that Ms. Anderson’s involvement in the conspiracy was limited to the June importation.
Brief Facts of the case.
The case concerned the UK end of a significant and global conspiracy to smuggle cocaine paste or liquid from the Caribbean into America, Canada, Europe and in particular the United Kingdom. Once the drugs arrived in their raw form they were then manufactured into crack cocaine. The gang of mostly illegal immigrants smuggled at least £50 million worth of cocaine into Britain over two years and converted it into lucrative and highly addictive crack with a street value of £3m a week and supplying it to dealers throughout the country. This gang were said to be the London part of a sophisticated international syndicate with branches in London, Paris, New York and the Caribbean, targeting vulnerable single mothers and addicts to act as drug couriers. Gang members would get them hooked on free cocaine and threaten to harm their families if they refused to cooperate. They then exploited virtually non-existent border controls to fly the couriers from the tiny Caribbean island of St Martin, divided between French and Dutch authorities, to Paris and Amsterdam. From there they travelled on to the UK by plane, ferry, bus and train, often arriving at various ports in London where they were met by gang members. Scotland Yard assistant commissioner Tarique Ghaffur said the gang were the top tier of one of the most significant organised crime networks British police had ever smashed. The operation was codenamed ‘Operation Bella Vista’.
THE CROWN’S CASE AGAINST NEKEISHA ANDERSON.
The case against Ms. Anderson was that she was a part-time personal assistant of Ian Dundas-Jones. She, according to the Crown, assisted in the organising of couriers, in particular Amy Ann Farrow, as well as playing the role of a ‘meeter and greeter’. This demonstrated both her knowledge of the conspiracy and her participation within it.    
On 25th June 2004, Ms. Anderson’s home address (77 Hartington Road, E17) was searched and she was arrested. She stated, in response to the basis for her arrest and the search of the premises, that she had been to Gatwick airport on 23rd June 2004 but that she had nothing to do with the drugs that Amy Farrow had been arrested with. She also volunteered that Ian Dundas-Jones had asked her to book tickets but that she did not. A small envelope was found with the following details: ‘Amy Ann Farrow, 2 weeks barb tomorrow, Virgin BA, 0208 807 6404.’ She accepted that this was written by her and as a consequence of Ian Dundas – Jones’ telephone call.

She was taken to Sutton Police Station, interviewed at length. She gave a full account of her relationship with Ian Dundas – Jones, (including the short length of time she had known him), and the telephone call from Ian Dundas – Jones asking her to book the flight, and what occurred at Gatwick airport. She denied knowing Amy Farrow or that she was bringing drugs into the country. She denied that she was part of any conspiracy to import drugs namely cocaine. Ms. Anderson was then charged.
The trial was split into two, the main trial was the first in time. The trial lasted a total of 6 weeks, commencing on the 15th July 2005 and ending on the 16th September 2005. Ms. Anderson was convicted by the jury on a majority (10:2). In February 2005 she received a total of 8 years imprisonment. The main defendant, to whom she was so closely linked, received a total of 27 years imprisonment.

There was a tremendous amount of media attention during and after the trial. The defendants were dubbed ‘The Bling Bling Gang’ due to some of the gang members leading a luxurious lifestyle and because of their love for designer labels

The Appeal

On Tuesday 20th September 2005, my junior and I received a statement from a custody officer at Snaresbrook Crown Court who claimed to have heard a conversation at the start of the trial between the first defendant, Ian Dundas-Jones and Ms. Anderson. This statement formed the basis of an appeal against conviction under the head of ‘Fresh Evidence’. Having submitted the application for leave and grounds of appeal on the 21st October 2005 we received notification that leave to appeal the conviction had been refused by the single judge, Mr. Justice Hodge. We, without hesitation, renewed the application for leave before the full court.

On the 21st November 2006, the Court of Appeal heard the renewed application for leave to appeal against conviction. Having heard submissions and witness the Court granted leave. Judgement was reserved and on the 24th January 2007 the Court gave judgement and allowed the appeal against conviction with no retrial. Ms. Anderson, now aged 22 was released having served the equivalent of nearly a five year sentence.
