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Hassan Jihad was jointly charged with two others, namely Ricky and Daniel Preddie with the murder of Damilola Taylor on the 27th November 2000. They are further charged in the alternative of manslaughter and assault wit intent to rob.

Brief outline of the facts

On the 27th November 2000 (at approximately 1650 hours) Damilola Taylor, aged 10 years, received a fatal stab wound to the leg. He was found by workmen in the stairwell of Hordle Promenade West, North Peckham Estate SE15 bleeding heavily from a single wound to the left leg. Despite the administration of first aid by the workmen and the emergency services he subsequently died. He was pronounced dead at Kings College Hospital at 1747 on the 27th November 2000.

Many young persons were arrested during the investigation including Hassan Jihad, aged 15 at the time of his arrest on the 21st December 2000. At this stage Mr. Jihad had been implicated in the offence by Daniel Preddie who had informed a youth offending officer, Jannette Folson in December 2000 that a person who he described as attending the youth offending center in Blakes Road had been involved in the murder of Damilola Taylor, based on the description given she concluded that that person was Hassan Jihad. The defendant was extensively interviewed in relation to the murder of Damilola Taylor on the 21st December 2000 in which he denied being involved in the attack upon Damilola Taylor and sought to explain his movements on the 27th November 2000, Hassan Jihad was released without charge.

In January 2002 four other young people were put on trial for the murder of Damilola Taylor, namely Ghorkan and Mustapha Suleyman, Yannick Lokando and Anthony Briscoe. The case against them was based mainly on the evidence of a young girl who was given the pseudonym ‘Briscoe’ who gave evidence that she had seen these four defendants attacking and stabbing Damilola Taylor. The trial lasted for just over three months with the result that each of the four defendants were acquitted.

On the 5th January 2005 he was rearrested from Norwich Young Offenders Institution for further questioning in relation to Damilola Taylor’s murder. He was taken to Walworth Police Station were he was interviewed for a total of four hours and 43 minutes. The interviews centered around the following pieces of evidence:

(i) The fact that Mr. Jihad had been in the area of Blake Road at the time Damilola Taylor was stabbed. On his own admission he had kept an appointment at the Youth Offending Team offices based at 90 Blakes Road on the 27th November 2000, he was unsure of when he arrived and left the offices, (although in his interviews on the 21st December 200 he stated that he had arrived about 1600 hours and left at about 1645 hours). He gave a very detailed description of his movements on the 27th November 2000.

(ii) Forensic evidence – On the 21st December 2000 following Mr. Jihad’s arrest the police searched 18 Vestry Road, Camberwell. Various items of clothing, trainers etc were seized from the premises. Although Mr. Jihad was found sleeping in the front room when officers entered the property, he accepted that his clothes were kept in the upstairs back bedroom. During the course of searching the upstairs back bedroom officers recovered from a white laundry bag, one pair of navy blue Nike jogging bottoms and one pair of medium sized dark Nike jogging bottoms with white piping down the side of the legs. These items amongst others were sent for forensic analysis to ascertain whether fibres recovered from the navy blue jogging bottoms, namely one red acrylic fibre could have come from the school jumper and trousers of Damilola Taylor. The conclusion was that it was ‘indistinguishable from the constituent fibres used in the construction of the school jumper worn by Damilola Taylor’. The medium sized jogging bottoms were also examined for fibres and one blue viscose fibre was recovered which was ‘indistinguishable from the constituent fibres of the trousers worn by Damilola Taylor’. Mr. Jihad stated in interview that clothes were put in some from of bag but that he could not remember the type of bag. He further stated that people in the house would also use the bag to put their clothes in.

(iii) His knowledge of Ricky and Daniel Preddie. The fact that they, the Preddie’s, knew him as ‘Little Man’.

(iv) Fibres from Damilola Taylor’s school jumper and trousers also found on items of clothing belonging to the Preddie’s. Mr. Jihad denied having any contact with the Preddie’s on the 27th November 2000 or before he got arrested on the 21st December 2000.

(v) A third party has informed the police that he/she had had a conversation with Ricky Preddie in which he stated that he was fed up with being in trouble on account of his brother. Ricky Preddie had further stated that his brother and Damilola Taylor were together pushing each other. He, Ricky and Danny had run off  and got two other people, one person called ‘Little Man’ who was also called Hassan

(vi) The police set out their case against Mr. Jihad by suggesting that Danny Preddie wanted a silver coat that Damilola Taylor was wearing on the 27th November 2000. The motive was robbery; Danny had a fight with Damilola Taylor in an attempt to steal the coat which failed. Both Danny and Ricky went off to get help. It is suggested that Mr. Jihad who had just left the Youth Offending Office was recruited to assist in the robbery and assault of Damilola Taylor.

(vii) The prosecution also relied on Hassan Jihad’s bad character under the provisions of the Criminal Justice Act 2003. 

The importance and gravity of the case

This was a very serious and high profile case which obviously had serious implications for Hassan Jihad. There had already been one trial involving four defendants who had been acquitted and over 5 years later Hassan Jihad is facing a trial for the murder of a 10 year old boy who was in the minds of everyone in the country.

Public and Media interest

This was a case which had major public and media interest at the time Damilola Taylor died due to the circumstances of the death, during and after the first trial and during and after the second trial. Indeed following the first trial the Damilola Taylor Murder Investigation Review chaired by Bishop Sentamu was set up and in their report it made the following observation ‘the murder of Damilola Taylor was immediately a matter of great public concern and interest. It remains so to this day.’ It further states that ‘In this case the extraordinary circumstances of Damilola’s murder and the general circumstances extant created the very highest levels of media interest from the very beginning. This was amplified when politicians became involved……’ During the trial there was constant presence of press personnel, although because of the many contempt of court orders made during the trial they were limited in what could be reported on a day to day basis. 

The trial commenced before Mr. Justice Leveson (now Lord Justice Leveson) on the 23rd January 2006 and was concluded insofar as Hassan Jihad was concerned on the 3rd April 2006 when he was unanimously acquitted on all counts on the indictment.
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